King of 1.J. Cover. Bands...

Carkanis

' How long have you been in the music business?
I started as a musician with my first gig in 1966.

What change in trends have you noticed over the
years?

/4 Entertainment has proven to be one of life’s essentials
- perhaps just behind food, shelter, and clothing in its
importance to many people. Indeed, once a society devel-
ops to the point that there is what economists call discre-
tionary income, a substantial portion of such discretionary
income can be expected to be spent on entertainment
products and services. As we have also seen, technological
development has been the driving force behind the growth
of the entertainment industries. Development of technol-
ogy leads indirectly to an increase in leisure time availabil-
ity through economic productivity enhancements, and
leads directly to qualitative improvements and reductions
in the costs of manufacturing and distribution. Current
TRENDS suggest that the entertainment industries will in
the aggregate grow at faster than average rates, and that
they will continue in the process of integrating vertically
and globally. But no matter how large or widespread the
corporate entities become, entertainment industries will
remain dependent on the vitality and the creativity of
individuals. In this respect, they will not have changed at

{_ What do you miss most about the old days?

I miss my parents who died when I was very young.
The culture of the 60’s where our fathers in government let
us down. Touring through the 70’s and early 80’s, where
I didn’t have enough time to stop and think. Playing the
drums and not playing with the drums. The old Las Vegas,
Lou Pero in Puerto Rico, being different and now being the
same. EST. Monday nights at the Improve in NYC, Gary
Burton, Sonny Rollins at the Clifton Tap Room, Tony
Bennett at the Playboy Clubs, playing in a band with Andy
Wallace, feeling the fear and doing itanyway. When a deal
was done with a handshake. Swimming with the sharks.
Sun Tzu. King Crimson and tiger. All the funatColumbia,
Atlantic, RCA Records. Not knowing Mousey earlier.
School. Europe with the Clifton High School band. Fan-

dango & The Gashouse Gang. The Fillmore East. I could
go on forever but...In life there is one thing that no one can
take away from you...fond memories. Ithank God for all
my fond memories!

Do you play any instruments yourself?

/4 Yes, I attended Julliard Prep School and was a music
and percussion performance major at Manhattan School of
Music and Rutgers University. I was also one of the
original players in the N.J. percussion ensemble, based out
of William Patterson College. After all that, I played and
taught drums full time until 1982.

" Not to change the subject, but how do you think
George Bush is handling the war on terrorists so far?

/% The Bush administration has concluded that Osama
Bin Laden was present during the battle for Tora Bora.
Serious mistake! The failure to commit US ground troops
to hunt him was the United State’s gravest error in the war
against Al Qaeda, mujahedeen, or “holy warriors”. Though
there remains a remote chance he died there, the intelli-
gence community is convinced that Bin Laden slipped
away in early December. Corrupt local militias did not live
up to promises to seal off the mountain redoubt and some
collided in the escape of Al Queda fighters. At the time
Army General Tommy Franks (the operational commander
of the war) was running the war from headquarters in
Tampa, Florida. The highest ranking official on sight was
only a lieutenant colonel. On a positive note, North Com, a
creation of the use of federal troops to defend American
territory that will not conflict with a 19th century law, the
Posse Comitatus Act, that was meant to prohibit the mili-
tary from acting as adomestic police force. Prior to Septem-
ber 11th the military was not set up to deal with unconven-
tional attacks from within the USA. North Com is a
supporting role to civil authorities as occasions arise.
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